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Mostly cloudy with 45 percent 
humidity; wind from 6-10 mph. 
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MASS SHOOTING 

In the wake of a massacre 


Fla. teen faces 17 murder counts; Trump calls for public vigilance 


SHOOTER 

CONFESSES 


BY MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE 
AND JENNY JARVIE 

TRIBUNE NEWS 


PARKLAND, Fla. — 
Florida shooting sus¬ 
pect Nikolas Cruz was 
charged Thursday with 
17 counts of premeditated 
murder as yet another 
community grappled 
with grief and horror in 
the aftermath of a school 
gun rampage, the dead¬ 
liest in more than five 
years. 

With new details 
emerging about the 
19-year-old former 
student’s troubled 


background, President 
Donald Trump tweeted a 
call for public vigilance. 

“So many signs that 
the Florida shooter was 
mentally disturbed,” the 
president wrote on Twit¬ 
ter. “Neighbors and class¬ 
mates knew he was a big 
problem. Must always 
report such instances to 
authorities, again and 
again!” 

Authorities combed 
the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in 
Parkland, a suburb of 
Fort Lauderdale, for more 

SEE SHOOTING, 2A 
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SCHOOL SAFETY 

Local districts 
prepare for worst 


BY RYAN SEVERANCE 

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 


Pueblo’s city and coun¬ 
ty school districts both 
undergo regular training 
so they can be prepared 
for an active shooter 
emergency such as the 
one Wednesday at a high 
school in Parkland, Fla., 
in which 17 people were 
killed in a mass shooting. 

There also are pro¬ 
tocols in place here to 
investigate threats. 

Pueblo County District 
70 has done live active 
shooter training at every 
one of its 22 schools and 
plans to do intensive 
exercises at all of them 
again, this time with 
parental involvement, ac¬ 
cording to Greg Keasling, 
the director of student 
services for D70. 

The training, which 
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is part of a four-phase, 
three-year process, 
incorporates numerous 
law enforcement agen¬ 
cies and first responders 
including the Pueblo 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
fire crews, AMR and 
even Flight 4 Life on oc¬ 
casion. 

“We’ve evolved so 
much from the first 
training we did to the 
final two and that’s why 
we’re doing them again 
because we learned so 
much along the way, we 
have to start implement¬ 
ing those things we’ve 
learned,” Keasling said. 

The trainings are an 
unfortunate necessity of 
modern times. 

SEE PREPARED, 3A 
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Kaitlynn Cooper, 12, (facing) hugs her friend Allison Shonk, 18, a student at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, during a vigil at Parkland Baptist Church, in Parkland, 
Fla., on Thursday. 




LEFT: A target with bullet holes is one 
of the photos posted on Nikolas Cruz’s 
Instagram account. 

ABOVE: Another photo posted on 
Cruz’s Instagram account shows 
weapons lying on a bed. 

INSTAGRAM VIA AP 



Nikolas Cruz 


The Broward County 
Sheriff’s Office re¬ 
port said Nikolas Cruz 
confessed to being the 
shooter. 

According to the 
report, he told interro¬ 
gating officers that he 
“began shooting stu¬ 
dents that he saw in the 
hallways and on school 
grounds” on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The report adds that 
Cruz told officers he 
“brought additional 
loaded magazines to 
the school campus and 
kept them hidden in a 
backpack until he got 
on campus to begin his 
assault.” 

Cruz told investigators 
that as students began 
to flee, he decided to 
discard his AR-15 rifle 
and a vest he was wear¬ 
ing so he could blend in 
with the crowd. Police 
recovered the rifle and 
the vest. 

The police report adds 
that Cruz purchased the 
rifle in February 2017, 
but does not say where 
it was purchased. 


GUN LAWS/BACKGROUND CHECKS 

7K-plus sales halted last year 

However, mental-health cases aren’t automatically flagged 


BY PETER ROPER 

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

Mandatory back¬ 
ground checks stopped 
7,227 would-be gun buy¬ 
ers in Colorado last year 
for reasons that ranged 
from the 31 people who 
had homicide records 
to the more than 1,300 
people either arrested or 
convicted of assault. 


Another 252 actually 
had active warrants for 
their arrest when they 
attempted to buy guns. 

Even so, those denials 
only amounted to about 
2 percent of the 360,468 
gun sales screened by 
the Colorado Bureau of 
Investigations. 

CBI provides the 
“instant” background 
checks that gun sellers 


are required to use. It’s a 
high-volume job. 

There were 380,787 
gun sales in 2016 and 
only 8,704 failed back¬ 
ground checks — also 
about 2 percent. 

During a speech in 
Pueblo last November, 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 
touted the background 
checks as being an effec¬ 
tive tool in keeping guns 


out of the hands of con¬ 
victed felons and others 
who couldn’t legally buy 
one. 

“And if you think 
criminals aren’t dumb, 
we arrested more than 
200 people who had 
outstanding warrants 
when they came to buy 
their guns,” he told the 
Pueblo crowd. 

SEE CHECKS, 3A 



Daneya Esgar 


LEGISLATURE 

Colorado lawmakers leery of gun questions 


BY PETER ROPER 

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

Colorado was in the 
national political spot¬ 
light in 2013 when two 
Democratic state sena¬ 
tors lost recall elections 
for supporting tougher 
gun control laws that 
year. 

Maybe the echoes of 


that fight still reverber¬ 
ate at the State Capitol 
because lawmakers 
were slow to offer com¬ 
ment Thursday on the 
adequacy of state gun 
laws in the wake of the 
high-school shooting in 
Parkland, Fla., that left 17 
dead and 14 wounded. 

Gov. John Hicken- 
looper’s comment was to 
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send out a Twitter mes¬ 
sage: “Colorado knows 
Florida’s grief all too well 
and we stand with them 
tonight.” 

Late last year, Hicken¬ 
looper had talked about 
outlawing the sale of 


“bump stocks,” the at¬ 
tachment that lets shoot¬ 
ers turn semi-automatic 
rifles into machine guns. 
That killer in the Las 
Vegas shootings last year 
used those stocks to kill 
58 people and wound 851 
others. 

Senate President Kevin 
Grantham, R-Fremont 
County, said earlier in 


this session he wouldn’t 
support that restriction 
on gun owners. 

Grantham did issue a 
statement Thursday ex¬ 
pressing sorrow over the 
student shootings. 

“We must work harder 
to identify and treat 
mental illness, to teach 

SEE LEGISLATURE, 2A 
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